JACK-BOOT AND PETTICOAT
Secretary of State; and Fox remained in his office of Paymaster,
though in the House of Commons he would lead for the
Government.
Fox put his heart and soul into the task of ' providing * the
Government with safe majorities in the Lords and Commons.
Bribes were lavished right and left, either in the form of titles
or cash payments; and where these failed to produce complacent
voters among those who were opposed to the peace the most
shameful methods of intimidation and revenge were resorted to.
The Duke of Devonshire, whose paramount position among the
e Great Families of Whiggery * made him a force to be reckoned
with, was expelled from the Privy Council, George with his
own hand striking the Duke's name out of the Minute Book.
Devonshire's brother-in-law, the Earl of Besborough, thereupon
resigned from the office of Postmaster, as was hoped would
happen. The Dukes of Grafton and Newcastle and the Marquis
of Rockingham were politely informed that their services as
Lords-Lieutenant were no longer required in their respective
counties. Worthy men were driven from office; and pensions
and favours procured through the influence of the Government's
opponents at any time were revoked. With Fox's help the
King was playing the Whigs at their own game : they, forgetful
of the fact that when they had the power they had done precisely
the same discreditable things, did not like it, and tried to present
George to his people as a high-handed despot, who was resolved
to make a sinister attack upon their cherished liberties.
Parliament assembled in December: the popular excitement
was intense. Great crowds thronged the approaches to West-
minster to hurl abuse at the Government supporters and to cheer
Pitt and his war-mongering friends. In the House of Lords it
fell to Bute, in the House of Commons to Fox, to defend the
Government's policy. Bute played his part magnificently: even
his opponents were compelled to admit that he had never spoken
better. Afflicted by one of his terrible spasms of gout, Pitt,
swathed in bandages, dragged himself to his place in the House
of Commons; and for three and a half hours he poured forth
a torrent of criticism upon the Government. In his opinion—
and he was at pains to remind his hearers that with his intimate
knowledge of the conduct of the war his opinion counted for
something—neither France nor Spain had been properly humili-
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